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June 13: Former Panamanian Ambassador to the US and influential business tycoon, Gabriel
Lewis Galindo, fled his country, after he allegedly received threats late Friday from military
intelligence chief, Col. Bernardo Barrera. Lewis met with US Ambassador Arthur Davis, Chamber
of Commerce president Aurelio Barria and chief of the US Southern Command, Gen. Fred Woerner
before he left. June 15: Short-term arrests and street scuffles between opposition protesters and
government troops continued, while a general strike called by middle-class business and civic
groups collapsed in its fifth day. The Interior Ministry announced that no international news
publications will be allowed to circulate in Panama without being reviewed first by government
censors. Among the publications affected were the MIAMI HERALD, whose international edition is
printed in Panama, the INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE and the NEW YORK TIMES. Four
independent Panamanian news publications, including the opposition daily LA PRENSA, remained
closed after the government imposed censorship on them June 11. The opposition National Civic
Crusade, led by the Chamber of Commerce, called for businesses to open briefly this morning to
pay employees then to close at midday. But banks and retail stores remained open in the afternoon.
US Embassy officials received an avalanche of phone calls from Panamanians seeking assistance
in finding detained relatives. Ambassador Arthur Davis has intervened to secure the release of
a number of detainees. Panamanian businessman Gabriel Lewis Galindo arrived in Washington
to begin lobbying on behalf of the opposition to the government. June 16: In Panama City, the
government-controlled National Assembly decreed that nine opposition political leaders, including
a former president, and prominent businessmen had committed "high treason" during a week
of protests against Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega by conspiring to overthrow the government.
Among those declared "traitors" was former president Nicolas Ardito Barletta. Ardito Barletta
said last week that Noriega forced him out of office in 1985 after he demanded an investigation of
the murder of Hugo Spadafora, a popular Noriega critic who was found beheaded. Also named
in the decree were Ricardo Arias Calderon, head of the opposition Christian Democratic Party,
and businessman Gabriel Lewis Galindo, a former ambassador to Washington who fled Panama
June 13 after allegedly receiving threats from the military. Other businessmen named included
Federico Humbert, a top officer of the Banco General, Panama's largest bank; Roberto Motta,
president of the Banco Continental; Fernando Eleta, owner of a Panamanian television station;
and Roberto Aleman, president of the national brewery and another former ambassador to the
United States. The decree is not legally binding, but could lead to arrests if the government
pursues it. The assembly charged that the businessmen tried to impose a government that would
allow the United States to retain the Panama Canal after the year 2000, when, by treaty, it will be
taken over by Panama. June 18: Chairman of the House Foreign Relations Committee, Democrat
Dante Fascell called on Gen. Manuel Noriega, head of Panama's armed forces, to remove himself
from politics and reestablish civil law in that country. In a declaration delivered to members
of the Hemispheric Affairs subcommittee, Fascell also called on the Panamanian government
to reestablish constitutional guarantees at the earliest possible time, and to move up the date
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of elections. Richard Holwill, Deputy Asst. Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs, told
the subcommittee that the civilian government of President Eric Arturo Del Valle is effectively
dominated by the military. However, he said, the US has not discarded the possibility that Noriega
may yet support democratic reforms. He assured congresspersons that the US will maintain a
neutral position on Panama's domestic conflicts, although Washington supports the establishment
of a full and functional democracy. The political turmoil of the past week in Panama followed upon
disclosures by retired Col. Roberto Diaz Herrera, former chief of staff, denouncing Noriega for
electoral fraud in 1984 in favor of Nicolas Ardito Barletta, and accusing him of complicity in the
deaths of Gen. Omar Torrijos and the anti-government leader Hugo Spadafora. Holwill said Diaz
Herrera's denunciations reinforced long-existing suspicions that Noriega and other members of
the armed forces had been involved in these and other illicit activities. Diaz Herrera admitted
that half of his luxurious home was paid for with money received from the sale of Panamanian
passports to Cubans hoping to enter the United States. This type of corruption, he added, is typical
within the military hierarchy. He called on the US to support his claims against Noriega in assisting
Panamanians to investigate relevant facts. Fascell said Panama is marching backwards at a time
when democracy is advancing in the hemisphere. Events in Panama, he said, serve to escalate
tensions in the entire region. He called on governments in Central America and throughout Latin
America to convince Noriega that repression is not the appropriate response to political problems,
and that a shift toward democracy will reestablish the confidence of the Panamanian people in
their government. Holwill said the protests, organized by a coalition of civic and business groups,
opposition parties, and the Catholic Church, demonstrate a widespread resentment against the
government headed by a civilian but dominated by the military. He continued by stating that there
are no rapid, easy or simple solutions to the problems in Panama, adding that the solution will come
only through a strengthening of civilian institutions. Asked about a statement by Diaz Herrera that
the CIA was involved with Noriega in the death of Gen. Torrijos, Holwill said that to the best of his
knowledge, this accusation was a total lie, and intended to defame the United States. Torrijos was
killed in a 1980 plane crash. According to Diaz Herrera, a bomb placed in the plane was detonated
by remote control. At that time, Noriega was number three in the military hierarchy. With the death
of Torrijos, second-in-command Gen. Ruben Dario Paredes acted as president, and Noriega was
moved up to second place in the hierarchy. Paredes, now retired, has told reporters he favors a full
investigation of Diaz Herrera's accusations. (Basic data from several reports by PRENSA LATINA,
WASHINGTON POST, AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE)
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